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Introducing Elecraft K4 High-Performance Direct Sampling SDR

http://www.elecraft.com/


We’re pleased to announce our new top of the line transceiver, the Elecraft K4. It combines the
latest in direct-sampling technology with classic controls and an upgradeable, modular
architecture. You’ll find a full Introduction below, as well as technical and ordering information. 

We think you’ll find the K4 to be the advanced radio you’ve been waiting for...powerful and easy to
use, backed by an engineering team that loves to get on the air.

73,
Wayne, N6KR
Eric, WA6HHQ

__________________________________________________________________

A direct-sampling SDR you’ll love to use
Our new K4 harnesses the latest in signal processing while retaining the best aspects of the K3S
and P3. The resulting user interface makes the technology transparent, allowing you to focus on
working the world.

160-6 meter, all-mode coverage & dual RX
The K4 includes dual receive over 100 kHz to 54 MHz. Since it utilizes direct sampling, there’s no
need for crystal filters in the K4 or K4D (see Models, back page). For extreme-signal
environments, we offer a dual superhet module (standard in the K4HD).  An internal VHF/UHF
module is also planned.

Introducing Elecraft K4 High-Performance Direct Sampling SDR

https://elecraft.com/pages/k4-pre-order


High-resolution mini-pan for each receiver
Our advanced fine-tuning aid, with its resampled
bandwidth as narrow as +/- 1 kHz, is displayed
separately from the main panadapter.  You can turn it
on by tapping either receiver’s S-meter or by tapping on
a signal of interest.

Simple operation and setup
The K4 features a large, full-color touch display,
combined with a rich set of real controls. Per-VFO transmit metering makes split mode completely
foolproof. Band-stacking switches and per-receiver controls are both intuitive and versatile,
adapting to operating context.  Usage information on these and other features is just one tap away,
thanks to our built-in help system. 

Rich I/O complement
The rear panel includes all the RF, analog and digital I/O you’ll need to complete your station.  All
K-line accessories are supported, including amps,  ATUs, and our K-Pod station controller. The
HDMI video output supports an external display with its own user-specified format.

Full remote control from multiple devices
The K4 can be 100% remote controlled, via Ethernet, from a second K4 as well as a PC, notebook,
or tablet. Panadapter data is included on all remote displays. 

Modular hybrid architecture
The K4 adapts to your needs, with three models to choose from:

Basic K4 with wide-range dual receive
K4D with diversity receive
K4HD with a dual superhet module for exceptional dynamic range

You can upgrade or add options as desired, or as new technology becomes available.  This
extensibility applies to software as well. The K4’s powerful, fast-starting CPU provides unlimited
expansion opportunities.

Fast signal processing
The RF signal chain in the K4 incorporates parallel hardware processing of data streams, including
a dedicated DSP subsystem. This, combined with silent, PIN-diode T/R switching, ensures fast CW
break-in. Data and speech-processing delays are also minimized.

Standard DSP features include easy-to-adjust, per-mode RX/TX EQ; clean, punchy RF speech



processing; full DVR capabilities; and several built-in data decode/encode modes. Direct-sampling
technology results in an ultra-flat passband response for clean RX and TX audio. Since the signal
chain is software-defined, the DSP can be field upgraded to add new algorithms and operating
modes. 

KAT4 ATU Option
The KAT4 ATU is an option. It has a nominally 10:1 matching range. It includes 3 antenna jacks,
any one of which can be selected as an input for one or both receivers. 

Internal VHF/UHF module  (future 2020 option)
An expansion slot is reserved for a high-performance VHF/UHF module, with output of
approximately 15 W. This module will support all modes.

Kit version (future version)
A no-soldering kit version of the K4 is planned for later release.
Builders will learn about advanced radio technology as they proceed.
All modules are pre-aligned and tested.

Learn more about the Elecraft K4 Transceiver here.

Max, NG7M, interviewed Eric on the K4.

https://youtu.be/RehH4xYt2Ls


Dayton Interview - Tom, W5KUB, and Eric talk about the New Elecraft K4.

Great Products From Other Manufacturers

Did you know that you can purchase equipment and accessories made by other manufacturers that are
designed specifically for Elecraft products?  We have worked closely with individuals who have come up
with great ideas to enhance, protect, and provide support for your equipment.

Check out our list of Great Products From Other Manufacturers here.
____________________________________________________

2019 Trade Show Schedule

https://youtu.be/_m2xXjeqJYM
https://elecraft.com/pages/third-party-products


Below is a list of trade shows that we'll be attending in 2019.  We'll let you know if we add any more shows to our

list.  If you're attending any of these events, come on by and say hello!

May 31-June 2 - SeaPac, Seaside, OR.

June 7-8 - Hamcom, Plano, TX.

June 21-23 - Ham Radio, Friedrichshaven, Germany

August 9-10 - Pacific NW DX Convention, Everett, WA.

Aug 17-18 - Huntsville, Huntsville, Al.

September 6-8 - New England Division, Boxborough, MA.

September 13-14 - W9DXCC, St. Charles, IL.

September 20-21 - W4DXCC, Pigeon Forge, TN.

October 18-20 - Pacificon, San Ramon, CA.

KPA1500 Update
1500+ W Solid State Amplifier /160-6 meters

The KPA1500 is the perfect companion amplifier for the Elecraft K4 transceiver. The amp is the same
height as the K4 and has the same styling.

The KPA1500 also works well with the K3S and most other HF transceivers.

"We are shipping new KPA1500 orders from stock, typically 1-5 days after order."

KPA1500 introductory pricing and free ground shipping within the continental U.S. is still in effect
for a short while longer, so order soon!

Learn more about KPA1500 here. 




